The patient was remarkably well for a-week afterwards, but the coma returned the day week of the operation. Thereafter he gradually sank and died. In the right half of the cerebellum there was found post-mortem a large abscess, which, however, had apparently no connexion with the disease in the ear.
The opening made at the operation was found to communicate with the external surface of the dura mater, and a passage seemed to exist below the dura mater upwards and forwards, while another opening was found on the petrous part of the temporal bone, which communicated with the internal ear.
At the operation the internal ear was probably tapped from the mastoid cells through the passage described. 
